A study of long-term odor memory in squirrel monkeys (Saimiri sciureus).
Five squirrel monkeys (Saimiri sciureus) were trained to discriminate between pairs of odors, and their ability to recognize these as positive or negative was tested at intervals of up to 7 months. Retention was excellent up to 15 weeks and remained significantly above chance even after 30 weeks. Good performance at the shorter intervals was not due to rapid relearning, although at the longer intervals considerable savings were demonstrated by the animals' ability to reach criterion more rapidly than with novel odors. Thus, squirrel monkeys possess a robust memory for odors and show flat forgetting curves consistent with reports for human subjects.